THE  HANOVERIAN  SUCCESSION AND WALPOLE	49
regarded as unjust: his nephew, a sickly boy, five years old,
was ruling in France after the death of Louis XIV in 1715.
and Philip refused to admit the equity of his being ^ per-
manently excluded from the French succession. Neither
was Alberoni's peace policy palatable to the Spanish Queen,
Elizabeth Farnese. She realised very well the wisdom of
the Minister's plans, but she was an unscrupulous Italian
Princess, who had personal ambitions for her own children.
She saw that, since her husband, Philip V, had sons by a
previous marriage, her children had little hope of ascending
the Spanish throne.1 She therefore viewed with anger the
loss of the Spanish possessions in Italy, which the Peace
of Utrecht had imposed, and designed to establish her sons
in Parma and Tuscany and in Naples and Sicily.
Here lay the cause of serious trouble with Austria. Charles
VI, who had himself been proclaimed King of Spain during
the course of the War of the Spanish Succession, had been in Italy
given Naples, Sardinia, the Milanese and the Tuscan ports
by the Peace of Utrecht. He was planning to exchange
Sardinia for Sicily, which had been ceded to the Duke of
Savoy. Charles would therefore resent the re-establishment
of Spanish power in Italy, would resist the rule of Elizabeth's
children in the Central Duchies and would be a competitor
for the possession of Sicily.
Elizabeth, realising that her attack on the Peace Settle- |™ ™
ment of Utrecht would rouse English resistance, and that «^^to
the Whigs were bound by tradition to the Austrian alliance,
saw England as her great enemy.    She therefore paraded
a patriotic opposition to the English retention of Gibraltar
andi intrigued for its restoration to Spain.   Through Alberom
she toyed with schemes for supporting the Pretender. ^ 4n
alliance of England and Holland with Austria in opposition
to Spain was a foregone conclusion.
The Spanish designs, however, led France to seek the B^ainfinds
friendship of her former enemy.   After Louis XIV's death
in 1715, the Duke of Orleans, the nephew of the late King,
i Though on the death of Ferdinand VI (i759)> Elizabeth's son,
Don Carlos, did in fact succeed as Charles VI of Spain.
,* See Genealogical Table, p. 50.

